
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 3, 2020 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
February 3, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlbmi 
Vice Mayor MaGruder 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Town Manager Stevens requested to withdraw Agenda Item #4 from the agenda. 

Commissioner Besler moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Vice Mayor 
MaGruder. Motion Carried 5-0. 

PRESENTATION 
There were no presentations scheduled for this meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. FEMA will hold a public open house regarding the potential changes to the Flood Maps. The open 

houses will be held at the Mary V . McDonald-Wilson Center located at 1505 N. Australian Ave in 
West Palm Beach on February 4tli from 4:00-7:00 p.m. , and on February 5tl, from 9 a.m. to Noon. 

b. The Planning & Zoning Commission on February 10th at 8:00 AM at Town Hall was cancelled. The 
next Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on February 13 th at 8:30 
AM at Town Hall. A joint workshop between the Town Commission and Planning & Zoning 
Commission will be held on February 24th at 4:30 p.m. The next Regular Town Commission meeting 
will be held on March 2nd at 6:00 PM at Town Hall. 

c. Town Hall will be closed on February l 7tl1 in observance of Presidents ' Day. 
cl. There will be no Municipal Election in March, as only two candidates qualified to fill two Town 

Commission seats. The candidates that qualified are Susan Hurlburt and Matiin Wiescholek. The 
two candidates will be sworn into office on March 18, 2020. The Presidential Preference Primaty 
Election will still be held at Town Hall on March 17, 2020. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

e. There will be a "Meet & Greet" with incoming Town Commissioner Martin Wiescholek at Town 
Hall on Wednesday, March 4tl, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Please join us for light refreshments and 
conversation. 

f. Census Day is April 1, 2020. Please be aware that important census information will be delivered 
via mail with instructions on how to complete the census information whether it be online, over the 
phone, or through the mail. 

g. The Town Commission will consider appointments to the following Board positions at the April 6, 
2020 Town Commission meeting: Board of Adjustment, two regular members for a three year term, 
one regular member for a 2 year te1m, and two alternates for a two year term; and Planning & Zoning 
Commission, three regular members for a three year term. Interested residents must be registered to 
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vote in Ocean Ridge and submit a resume and letter of interest to the Town Clerk by the deadline of 
March 20, 2020. Incumbents are exempted from the resume and letter of interest requirement. 

h. The Building Department is seeking three volunteers to form a Program for Public Information (PPI) 
Committee. The objective of this committee is to provide the public with information needed to 
increase flood hazard awareness and to motivate actions to reduce flood damage, encourage flood 
insurance coverage, and protect the natural functions of the floodplains. If you are interested in 
becoming a committee member, please email a letter of interest and resume to the Building Clerk by 
February 7, 2020 or visit the Town's website for more information. 

i. Residents who wish to sign up to receive important Town notifications and news through Civic Ready 
should sign up on the Town's website or call Town Hall for assistance. 

j. Next on the agenda is public comment. The Mayor will invite the public to speak to the Commission 
on any item that is not printed on the agenda. Public comments on specific agenda items may be 
made later in the meeting when the items are taken up. There is a three (3) minute individual limit 
for public comments that will be timed by the Town Clerk. Public comment is not meant to be a 
question and answer period, and there will be no dialogue. Anyone wishing to speak during public 
comment will approach the podium and state their name and address for the record, and see the Town 
Clerk after speaking to fill out a comment card in order for the minutes to be properly recorded. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Coz called for Public Comment. 

Mary Ann Cody, 5801 N. Ocean Blvd., President of the Ocean Ridge Garden Club, invited residents to 
purchase tickets to the Garden Club Tropical Gala event on February 29, 2020. She noted that the proceeds 
from the event will go toward supporting the Ocean Ridge Beautification Projects and scholarships for 
students. Mayor Coz commended the Ocean Ridge Garden Club members for their efforts in beautifying 
the town, and for planning the gala event for residents. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, asked if public comment would be allowed during the Town Manager's 
evaluation item, and Mayor Coz responded that public comment would be allowed. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Items that do not require discussion) 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of January 6, 2020. 

b. Approve the Agreement for Storm Drain Maintenance and Repair with Televac and Authorize 
Town Manager Stevens to sign said Agreement. 

c. Approve the Budgeted Expenditure of $14,000 to Beacon Software Solutions for the annual 
maintenance & support and software products for the Police Department's CAD system. 

d. Appointment of Outside Counsel Regarding Building Permit Issue Related to Canals 
Commissioner Besler moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
2. Partnering with the Ocean Ridge Garden Club for the "Save the Seas" Event (By: Mickey 

Farley, Ocean Ridge Garden Club) 
Mickey Farley, 5700 N. Ocean Blvd, Treasurer of the Ocean Ridge Garden Club, thanked the Commission 
for their consideration and time. She requested that the Town partner with the Ocean Ridge Garden Club 
to host the "Save the Seas - Plastic Free" Event on March 21, 2020. She presented a timeline, a list of all 
partners, and a detailed proposal of specific requests for the Town to consider, which can be found in the 
Town Commission Package. She noted that the objective of the event is to raise awareness and educate 
people on how to be environmentally friendly. Mayor Coz asked Chief Hutchins ifhe foresees any issues 
with the event, and Chief Hutchins responded that great efforts will be made for any accommodations 
needed. 
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There was a consensus for the Town to partner with the Ocean Ridge Garden Club to host the "Save the 
Seas - Plastic Free" event. 

3. Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 2019-15: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean 
Ridge, Florida, Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 66, "Environmental 
Regulations", Article IV "Landscaping", Division 2 "Water Efficient Landscape", By Enacting 
Section 66-142 "Artificial Turf/Synthetic Grass" To Provide For Regulations Regarding 
Artificial Turf/Synthetic Grass; Providing For Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, 
Severability, and an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2019-15 by title into the record. 

Mayor Coz introduced Town Planner Corey O'Gorman. 

Planner O'Gorman noted that the ordinance proposes amendments to the town code to make provisions for 
the use of artificial turf/synthetic grass and also defines artificial turf synthetic grass. He further noted that 
the ordinance provides specific details and regulations for artificial turf. He stated that the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and staff spent several months researching and discussing regulations for synthetic 
turf. He mentioned that there are homes with existing synthetic turf and that synthetic turf is becoming more 
popular. Town Attorney Shutt concurred. 

Mayor Coz asked whether the Planning and Zoning Commission or Town staff initiated the synthetic turf 
ordinance, and Town Attorney Shutt responded that town staff did not initiate the ordinance. Commissioner 
de Haseth clarified that the Town Commission consented for the synthetic turf ordinance to be reviewed by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

The following residents spoke in opposition to the adoption of Ordinance No. 2019-15: 
Peter Burling, 7 Osprey Drive 
Jean Burling, 7 Osprey Drive 
Janet Schjins, 111 Dolphin Bend 
Arthur Ziev, 9 Osprey Drive 
Ed Brookes, 15 E. Ocean A venue 
Jaqueline Cowden, 7 Beachway North 
Polly Joa, 35 Hersey Drive 
Sara Steies, 16 Fayette Drive 
Chuck McIntyre, 5514 Old Ocean Blvd 
Filippo Scavo, 5880 N. Ocean Blvd 
Joe Belmonte, 5572 N. Ocean Blvd 
Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Ave 
Stella Kolb, 204 Beachway North 

They argued that the ordinance does not have a basis for safety, environmental or health concerns to the 
community and that it is an overreach of government regulation and infringes on personal property rights. 
They provided the Town Clerk with petition signatures, which were made a part of the record. 

(Town Clerk's Note: Petition sheets were added to the record; however, signatures were not verified.) 

Mark Marsh, 14 Hudson A venue, Vice Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission, noted that the 
Planning and Zoning Commission spent a long time discussing the regulations for synthetic turf. He fmther 
noted that other towns have ordinances that regulate the installation of synthetic turf. He mentioned that the 
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public is welcome to attend all Planning and Zoning Commission meetings to give input on discussions. 
He requested that the ordinance be postponed until after the Joint Workshop with the Town Commission 
and the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on February 24, 2020 so the two bodies have a chance 
to review the citizens' concerns. There was an objection to postponing the ordinance. 

Richard Lucibella, 5 Beachway Drive, commented that residents are exercising their rights to come to 
meetings and discuss their perspective. He opposed postponing the vote of ordinance 2019-15. 

The following residents spoke in favor of the adoption of Ordinance 2019-15: 
Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South 
Christian Ehmrooth, 5 Sailfish Lane 
Penny Kosinski, 6000 Old Ocean Blvd, Member of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Zoanne Hennigan, 91 Island Drive South 
Eva Asner Mrachacz, 13 Hudson A venue 

They argued that there is a basis for safety, environmental and health concerns to the community, and that 
there are other alternatives if a person does not want natural grass such as xeriscape. They further stated 
that it is within the rights of a governmental body to pass regulations. 

Tom Warnke, Boynton Beach resident, introduced Paspalum turf and stated that it uses less water, requires 
little trimming, and no pesticides are needed. He mentioned that plastic will add heat to the environment. 

Eric Brief, 8 Sailfish Lane, remained neutral and clarified that there is a difference between athletic and 
residential turf. He requested that the town code enforce his neighbor, who has not been maintaining his 
property and suggested that the town look into adopting a blight law. Town Manager Stevens confirmed 
that the Town Code has provisions for property maintenance/blight already and noted she would follow up 
with Mr. Brief after the meeting. 

Mayor Coz read two statements into the record, one from John Zessin and one from Colonial Ridge 
Residents opposing ordinance 2019-15. 

Commissioner Hurlburt inquired if all Commissioners were willing to postpone the second reading of the 
ordinance. Commissioner de Haseth concurred because of the amount of divisiveness on the synthetic turf 
issue and she inquired if there were Florida State Statutes that were not reviewed when the ordinance was 
being drafted. Building Official Cameron stated that Florida State Statute 3 73 .185 would have to be 
reviewed. Mayor Coz dissented any postponement of the ordinance. Commissioner Besler mentioned that 
there are arguments on both sides and he is undecided. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked Town Attorney Shutt if the proposed ordinance is an infringement on people's 
property rights, and Town Attorney Shutt stated that any ordinance adopted serves to regulate the residents 
and properties within the town. He further stated that more Florida Statutes would have to be reviewed as 
well as Health Department guidelines to see if there is anything that would preempt the town from passing 
the ordinance. He commented that there are other towns with very similar ordinances and the determination 
is made by the Town Commission on whether they would like to adopt it or not. 

Commissioner Besler reiterated that both arguments regarding environmental impacts have to be considered 
and see which one is correct. He also commented that the state would pass laws against synthetic turf if it 
was bad for the environment. Commissioner Hurlburt stated that more information is coming forward about 
the effects of synthetic turf. Commissioner Besler stated that the ordinance can be rejected and a new 
ordinance can be drafted. Mayor Coz opposed postponement of the ordinance and stated that the ordinance 
should be voted on as many people attended the meeting to hear the outcome. 
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Vice Mayor MaGruder reminded everyone of the Town's home rule authority and voiced his concern for 
the state preempting legislation that would prevent the town from passing an ordinance later. He suggested 
passing the ordinance now and making any necessary adjustments after the fact. Mayor Coz dissented. 

Mayor Coz stated that the ordinance that is being proposed is an infringement on homeowner rights and 
that the artificial turf is more environmentally friendly than natural grass. He also stated that the aim of the 
ordinance should be that synthetic turf is not seen. He commented that the concerns of the P&Z are aesthetic 
and that played a role in the drafting of the ordinance. 

Commissioner de Haseth was in favor of postponing the ordinance until more research and more discussion 
takes place about state statutes. She concurred with Vice Mayor MaGruder on home rule. 

Commissioner Hurlburt stated that the conclusion from her research is that synthetic turf is plastic, does not 
decompose, ends up in the landfill, is a petroleum based product, carries harmful microorganisms, does not 
absorb animal waste, contaminates organic matter, and pollutes, which makes it a health issue. She also 
stated that synthetic turf is heat prone. She contacted Dr.Schiavon, Assistant Professor from the Fort 
Lauderdale Research and Education Center for the University of Florida, who confirmed her findings that 
synthetic turf has environmental and health consequences. 

Mayor Coz reiterated that the Commission should not postpone voting on the proposed ordinance and that 
it infringes on homeowner rights. Commissioner Hurlburt commented that many of the ordinances currently 
in place regulate property. She also suggested amending the ordinance to remove restricting language and 
only requiring that synthetic turf not to be seen from the public right-of-way. Town Attorney Shutt stated 
that if the ordinance is changed substantially, it would have to go back to the Commission for first reading. 
He stated that the Town Commission can either approve, deny or postpone the ordinance to a date certain. 
Mayor Coz suggested that the ordinance be rejected and a new ordinance drafted. Commissioner Besler 
concurred. Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that the ordinance should be passed in order to protect home rule. 
Mayor Coz dissented. 

Commissioner Besler moved to deny Ordinance 2019-15 on second reading and list synthetic turf as 
an agenda item on the Joint Workshop with Town Commission and Planning and Zoning 
Commission on February 24, 2020 meeting; Vice Mayor MaGruder seconded. Motion failed 2-3. 
Vote: Commissioner Besler: Yes 

Mayor Coz: Yes 
Commissioner de Haseth: No 
Commissioner Hurlburt: No 
Vice Mayor MaGruder: No 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to postpone the second reading of Ordinance 2019-15 until the March 
2, 2020 Regular Town Commission Meeting and to have the ordinance placed as an agenda item on 
the Joint Town Commission and Planning and Zoning Meeting on February 24, 2020 meeting for 
further discussion; seconded by Commissioner de Haseth. Motion Carried 3-2. 
Vote: Commissioner Besler: No 

Mayor Coz: Yes 
Commissioner de Haseth: Yes 
Commissioner Hurlburt: Yes 
Vice Mayor MaGruder: No 

Commissioner Besler requested that an expert speak at the workshop to discuss environmental impacts. 
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4. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-01 - An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances by Amending Chapter 64 "Zoning", Article I "District 
Regulations", Section 64-1 "RSF and RSE Single-Family Residential Districts"; Amending 
Chapter 66 "Environmental Regulations", Article II "Flood Damage Prevention", Division 3 
"Flood Resistant Development", Section 66-26 "Buildings And Structures"; Amending 
Chapter 67 "Buildings And Building Regulations", Article II "Coastal Construction" to 
Provide Further Regulations For Structures Constructed East of the Coastal Construction 
Control Line; Providing For Codification, Repeal Of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and 
an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Item #4 was removed from the agenda. 

5. Authorize Future Investment of Town Funds (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
package. Commissioner Besler concurred with the transfer of funds. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to authorize Town Manager Stevens to transfer $2,000,000 from the 
Town's general operating account into the Town's money market account at City National Bank; 
seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

6. Town Manager's Evaluation (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
package. She thanked the Commissioners for their reviews and feedback. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive south, commended Town Manager Stevens on the fantastic job that she has 
done and stated that there should be more compensation above the 5% raise for all she has accomplished 
and all the work that she would have to do in the future. He suggested the minimum salary for a Town 
Manager under the adopted salary range ($125,000). 

Zoanne Hennigan, 91 Island Drive South, applauded Town Manager Stevens on the phenomenal job that 
she has done. She also stated that the work is very complex and hiring out would cost the town more and 
the person would do less. She stated that a boost should be made to her salary. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that he has no opposition to increasing the salary above the 5% raise. Mayor 
Coz suggested increasing the salary to $112,500. Vice Mayor MaGruder dissented and suggested $125,000. 
Mayor Coz stated that Town Manager Stevens is doing phenomenal but is new to the profession and lacks 
the experience as a Town Manager. Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that the job description and work to be 
completed needs to be taken into account. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked when the next review will be done. Town Manager Stevens stated that it 
will not be done until the next calendar year, on the anniversary date in January. 

Commissioner Hurlburt noted that other municipalities rave about the work that the Ocean Ridge Town 
Manager is doing and stated that she should be compensated to ensure that she remains. She also suggested 
$125,000. Commissioner de Haseth concmTed. Mayor Coz reiterated the importance of experience. 
Commissioner Besler stated that he gave Town Manager Stevens a good review, however, there is a learning 
curve and suggested a compromise of $118,000. Commissioner Hurlburt dissented. 
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Penny Kosinski, 6000 Old Ocean Blvd, suggested $115,000 and doing a six month evaluation to bring her 
to $125,000 or more. 

Janet Schjins, 111 Dolphin Bend, mentioned that women are typically underpaid for the same job as a man. 
As an advocator for women and Town Manager Stevens, she recommended to raise her salary to $125,000. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve the new salary of $125,000 for Town Manager Stevens 
effective on January 4, 2020; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion Carried 4-1 with 
Commissioner Besler dissenting. 

7. Resolution No. 2020-03: A Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Opposing Senate 
Bill 1128 and House Bill 1011 in Reference to Short Term Rentals. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2020-03 by title into the record. 

Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
package. 

Mayor Coz called for Public comment. 

Janet Schjins, 111 Dolphin Bend, voiced her support for passing this Resolution and sending it to the 
Legislature. 

Commissioner Besler moved to adopt Resolution No. 2020-03 and direct the Town Clerk to distribute 
the Resolution to the Legislature; seconded by Commissioner de Haseth. Motion Carried 5-0. 

8. Resolution No. 2020-04: A Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Opposing House 
Bill 519 in Reference to an Amendment to the Bert Harris Property Rights Act. (By: Town 
Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2020-04 by title into the record. 

Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
package. 

Commissioner de Haseth clarified that the Bill would order that any variance approved would become the 
norm for the town. She voiced her approval for the Resolution to oppose the Bert Harris Property Rights 
Act amendment. Town Attorney Shutt farther clarified that variances approved would then have to apply 
to every property. He also stated that the bill would open up more litigation to the town because it also adds 
business damages. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Te1ry Brown, Harbour Drive South, mentioned that bills such as the Bert J. Harris bill are supported by 
developer's lobbyists and should be highly opposed. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Ave, asked for clarification of the bill, and Town Attorney Shutt stated that any 
variance granted would apply to all the properties within the town. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to adopt Resolution No. 2020-03 and direct the Town Clerk to 
distribute the Resolution to the Legislature; seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion carried 5-0. 
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9. Town Manager 
Town Manager Stevens advised that her report is included in the meeting package, and reported on the 
following: 

• FEMA will hold open houses regarding the changes to the Flood Insurance Rate Map and Flood 
Insurance Study. Residents will have the opportunity to speak with officials to learn how the new 
maps may affect them. 

• The Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee heard a presentation regarding grant funding 
by Ryan Ruskay from RMPK Funding, and another presentation regarding vacuum sewer systems 
by a representative from Flovac. She informed grant funding representative is invited to speak at 
the Town Commission Meeting in March. 

• The Town will host a free shredding event at Town Hall on Saturday, February 8th from 9:00 a.m. 
to Noon. 

• The drainage project at 54-55 Spanish River Drive is 95% completed. The contractors, Town 
Engineer and Public Works Director are working to resolve issues that arose. 

• The trip to Tallahassee in January was a success. Town Manager was able to speak with 
Representative Caruso and Senator Berman about potential septic to sewer funding and short
term rental legislation, re-visiting the idea of a crosswalk near Crown Colony, and also the topic 
of canal rights. She was able to speak about that issue with Richard Radcliffe of the Palm Beach 
County League of Cities and Todd Bonlarron, the Assistant County Administrator. She also 
spoke with potential Lobbyists that are currently helping other cities with appropriation requests. 
She will follow-up with them all in the near future as we progress with these projects. 

• The Town is interviewing people for the Public Works position. The Town hopes to have someone 
on board in 30-45 days to begin catching up on Public Works projects that need to be completed. 

• The public beach crossovers at Anna Street and Edith Street have been damaged by recent storms 
and beach erosion. Staff is working with DEP and contractors to develop a plan for mitigation so 
that we can further strengthen the structures for protection from further damage. We are also 
working with the Department of Environmental Resources Management regarding beach erosion 
and possible long-term solutions. 

Mayor Coz recommended installing hinged stairs that are removable to the Edith Street Crossover. 

10. Town Attorney 
Town Attorney Shutt stated that there was no report. 

11. Police Chief 
Police Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department report is included in the meeting package and 
includes monthly police department statistics. He invited residents to attend the Dessert Social on February 
12th at 6 p.m. He noted that there was low tum-out at the "Stop the Bleed" event. He also reminded residents 
of the Shredding Events on February 8th and April 25th from 9 a.m. to noon. 

12. Building Official 
Building and Public Works Director Cameron advised that his report is included in the meeting package. 

Mayor Coz asked for an update on 6273 N. Ocean Blvd. Building and Public Works Director Cameron 
stated that the respondent has shown diligent effort to finish construction. Town Manager Stevens further 
expanded that staff is working with the owner and contractor who will provide a time line for completion of 
construction, and there was a request for the contractor to hide construction from public view, in which the 
owner agreed. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked for an update on 6009 N. Ocean Blvd. Town Manager Stevens stated that this 
property went to code enforcement and daily fines are currently accruing. Building and Public Works 
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Director Cameron stated that legal components are being reviewed, and Town Manager Stevens concurred 
and stated that the town is reviewing the options. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
There were no Commissioner comments. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Town Clerk Armstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on March 2, 2020 . 

l ,I 1, ,, 
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